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Jo DE ver. 3. 

— [7 was needful for me to write 

unto you, and exhort you, that 

ye ſhould earneſtly contend fir the 

faith, which was once delivered 
unto the Saints, 

BT is a diſtinguiſhing favour, which 

can never be ſufficiently admired, 

that a Saviour ſhould be provided 


when the angels, who kept not their firſt e 
tate, but left their own habitation, are reſer- 


ved in everlaſting chains under darkneſs unto 


the judgment of the great day. And whilſt 
many nations are at this time wifhout Chrift, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, 
and ftirangers from the covenants of promiſe, 

ng no ſolid hope, and living as without 


God in the world: it is the glorious a 
8 80 B | Of 
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Ver for the recovery of fallen man; 


— — A E- —— 
— — — 


FT: 
of F inhabitants of theſe 1 that the 
Joyful Jound of the goſpel, which was firſt 
publiſhed in Canaan, has reached our ears; 
and that theſe diftant iſlands of the ſea have 

ſeen the ſalvation of God. And therefore, if 
we would not act the moſt ungrateful and 
the moſt irrational part, a proper regard muſt 
be paid to this bleſſed goſpel. According to 
that neceſſary exhortation in the words of the 
text, We ſhould earnoſtiy contend for the faith, 
which was once delivered unto. the FO 


The Apoſtle Jude, the inſpired 3 
of this epiſtle, ſtiles himſelf, ver. 1. the ſer- 
vant of Feſus Chriſt, and brother of James. 
He is often mentioned in ſcripture as one of 
the Apoſtles of our Lord; and was called 
the brother of James the Leſs, and Judas 
not Iſcariot, to diftinguiſh him from Judas 
Iſcariot, who infamouſly betrayed his Lord, 
His grand deſign in writing this epiſtle was, 
by deſcribing. the character of falſe teach- 
ers, and pointing out the judgments they 
had reaſon to expect, to caution and fortify 
Chriſtians againſt liſtening to their ſuggeſti- 
ons, and being thereby perverted from the 


faith and purity of the W of Chriſt. = 
After 


| Bf £3 -: +2 
Aſter the general falutations, ver. 1; 2. 
the Apoſtle begins, ver. 3. with fignifying 
to the Chriſtians, to whom he wrote, that 
he gave all diligence to write unto them of the 
common ſalvation. He was ſtudiouſly thought- 
ful about, and earneſtly applied himſelf to 
the work of ſending an epiſtle to them con- 
cerning that ſpiritual and eternal ſalvation, 
which is common to all true believers, whe- 
ther Jews or Gentiles. And then he fays in 
the words of the text, It was needful for me 
to write unto you, and exbort you, that ye 
fuld earneſtly contend for the faith, which 
vas once delivered unto the "pg 


Ti The word faith.has various acceptations 
in ſetipture. It commonly fignifies the grace 
of faith, which is implanted. in the ſoul by 
the ſpirit of God. Tis alſo often uſed to 
denote the ahctrine of faith. As Acts vi. 7. 
A great company of the prieſts were obedient 
to the faith. And Gal. i. 23. He now preach- 
ed the faith: and elſewhere. And in this 

_ ſenſe it is uſed in our text, to denote” the 
- dotrine of the goſpel, which is to be believ- 

ed by us. This faith was delivered to the 
Jaints, It is not the fruit of fancy or human 
B 2 inven- 


4 


| invention, but has its original from God. 


It was delivered by him to his holy A poſ- 
tles, and by them to the church of God. 
It was committed to them as a truſt and 
treaſure, that they might keep it faithful- 
ly, and tranſmit it to poſterity. It is alſo 
ſaid of this faith or doctrine of faith, that 
it was once delivered unto the Gints It 


Was once given fo as not to be delivered 
any mote, once given ſo as never to be 


changed. When the canon of ſcripture 
was compleated, there was nothing to be 
added to it as a part of the authentic and 
infallible rule, and nothing to be taken 
from it. The Apoſtle in our text exhorts 


the Chriſtians to whom he writes, earneſtly 
10 contend for the faith. It is but one word 
in the original“: but it is of a vehement 


ſignification, and is therefore fitly rendered 
to contend earneſtly. The firhple word (as 
che critics obſerve + ) ſignifieth 4 ſer fight, 
ſuch as was amongſt the wreſtlers at the 


1 


- Grecian games: but in compoſition it be- 


comes more ſtrong, and denotes an hot and 
One fight, a n with the utmoſt 
* ee. 


* raywnit TO 
1 Vide Leigh Critica Sacra i in a verb. 


1 
vigour, even, as it were, to an agony. Thus 
ſhould we be concerned for the faith and 
practice of the Goſpel of Chriſt. The Apoſ- 
tle ſays likewiſe, Ir was neeaful for me to 
write unto you and exhort you. He judged it 
needful (as appears from the text and con- 
text) on account of the impertance of the 
ſubject, and alſo on account of the oppofits- 
on, which was made againſt goſpel-doctrines 
by impious and erroneous teachers. | 


| You may eaſily perceive by theſe hints, 
that the words of the text would open a 
large field for profitable meditation. But 
ſuch a variety of things is not to be brought 
within the compaſs of a ſingle Sermon. 
What I propoſe, in farther diſcourſing on 
this paſſage of ſcripture, is to an 


Firſt, The faith which Was once A 
. to the e 322-14: 


ray, The endenteaion that is given 
us to ene earneſtly 4 the faith, 


"Thirdly; The neceſſi of this n 
And then I ſhall endeavour to make 
; ſome 


1 61 
ſome ſuitable. en of the 
hole. wa 25 n 


In the firſt place, I ſhall take notice of 


l be faith which was once delivered to the ſaints. 


By the faith once delivered to the ſaints is evi- 


dently meant (as hath been already obferv'd) 
the doctrine of faith, or the word of God, 


which is to be belicved by us. 80 that 
there is included in it the whole of revealed 
1 t * 


The Bible contains the dofritic of faith, 
for which we are to contend. That the ſerip- 


| ture of the Old and New Teſtament is the 


word of God, abundantly appears from the 
 " diguity, ſpirituality, and purity of the matter it 
contains, and from the ſcope and deſign of the 
whole, which is to give all glory to God, 
This appears farther from the remarkable 
prophecies of the Bible; ; part of which are ac- 
compliſhed, part remain to be fulfill'd, and 
"part are fulfilling at this day. This great 
truth appears likewiſe from the aſtonithing. 


_ miracles, by which the holy writers confirm'd 


their divine miſſion; and from the ect, 
which the ſcripture, thro the bleſſing of 
ä God, 


L* W 


Church, and ſtill has on the hearts and con- 
ſciences of men. We ſhould therefore cor- 
dially and thankfully receive, and ſtrenu- 
ouſly: defend the vbole of the Bible againſt 
infidels of every kind, and againſt all others, 
who attempt to weaken the foundation of 


our faith. We do not follow cunningly de- 


viſed fables, nor rely on the authority of any 


man upon earth in embracing the Chriſtian | 
religion: but have ſufficient reaſon to fay, 


that the ſeveral-parts of the Bible were deli- 
ver'd by holy men of God, who ſþake as. they 
were moved by. the Holy Ghoſt , + and that al 
feripture is given by inſpiration of God, and is 
one way or other profitable for dactrine, For 
reproof, for correction and for Re in 
Wan 1 


The faith once « divas A to the ſaints may 


be conſider d as including in it the cbctrines 
and the precepts of the goſ pel. - 1 


I. We are to ad for the bBrines of 


the bee. * is the apaſiplick charge, 
| 2 Tim. 


+2 Pet. i. 21, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 


God, has had in the ſeveral. ages of be 


2 Vr ðV˙) —— . — —ꝛ— 4 80 
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n 13. Hold faſt the form of fun | 


words, which thou haſt heard of me; in faith 
and love which is in Cbriſi Jeſus. And of 
this our Apoſtle ſpeaks in the text and con- 
text. Having given profeſſing Chriſtians 
the exhortation, to contend earneſtly for the 
faith once delivered to the ſaints; he imme- 
diately offers this as a reaſon to enfor ce it, 
ver. 4. For there are certain men crept in 
unauwares, who were befere un ordained is 
this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the 

grace of our God into luer. and deny 
ing the only Lord' God and our Lord Feſus 
Chrif, Theſe falle teachers; amongſt other 
things, rejected the true goſpel- doctrine con- 
der ning the divine perſon and offices of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the Prophet, Prieſt and 
King of the Church. On this account the 
converts to whom the Apoſtle wrote were 
directed to comrord for the faith. In other 
parts of this ſhort epiſtle there are ſeveral 
doctrines mentian'd,as what Chriſtians ſhould 


be concern d to maintain. T- 


We thovld not Fer ebe of ape 
doftrines of the goſpel, nor be afraid to 


| ſpeak 


4 See ver, 1, 20, 21, 24, 2. 
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ſpeak of and defend them on proper bees 
ſions: for there is a beautiful connection 
between them all. But as there is not room 
for any thing farther at preſent, let us ſin- 


„ ETEET. 


gle out a. few 5 Weid 1808 | Z 


EPR AY #14} + | 
ww 9 


The dockrine of OY eleftion is of- 
ten repreſented in hideous forms, and then 
laid to our charge by. way of reproach. « — 
But let the doctrine be propetly explained, 
let the end and the neceflary. means leading 


to it be taken. together, and let our ſenti- 


ments on this point be fairly ſtated, that no 
perſons will be condemned at laſt but on 
account of their fins; that when men had 
revolted from their Creator, he muſt have 
an unqueſtionable right to ſay, I will. have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy ; that the 

people of God are choſert in Chriſt before the 
Foundation of the world, that they ſhould be 
boly*; and that they are 215 to ſatvation 
| through fanttification of the ſpirit and belief 
of the truth$. Let the ſcripture. doQrine 
of election 0 lay) be fairly repreſented, and 

C 3 


it 


+ Rom. ix. 153. 2 Epheſ. i. 4. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 13. 5 
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it will appear, that it does not in .the-leaſt 
militate againſt any of the perfections of 
God, , It opens no door to Iicentiouſneſs: 
it does not diſcourage any perſons whatever 
from earneſt endeavours to obtain ſalvation; 
but, on the contrary, ſpeaks great comfort to 
believing and obedient ſouls. It is indeed 
matter of great aſtoniſhment, that any per- 
ſons, who make no doubt of the divine 
forcknowledge, and believe the Bible to be 
a revelation from the God of heaven, ſhould 
have their indignation ſo much raiſed againſt 

this doctrine, that they will ſcarcely bear to 
haye the ord electian mentioned, tho' we 
read in the holy ſcripture. 10 anch of it 
both name and thing. . 


However, "tho" the dodvines of the oof- 
| pel are all to be embraced, yet they are not 
all of the ſame importance, nor are they 


ers. The chief fireb is Ka Eta to be 


laid, both by miniſters and their people, 
on thoſe doctrines, which more immediate- 


| ly relate to the glory of God, and the ever- 


laſting ſalvation of precious fouls. 
Amongſt 


[a1 

Amongſt the weighty points of faith we 
may juſtly reckon the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, This muſt be an important article, as 
it relates to one of the firſt principles of re- 
ligion, the object of worthip, The Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt have diſtinct perſonal 
names and characters given them. They are 
moſt certainly mentioned in various parts of 
the holy ſcripture, as being in ſome reſpects 
diftint from each other, And yet they 
have the ſame divine titles, attributes, works 
and wor ſbip aſcribed to them. If the Son 
and the Holy Spirit be not properly God, 
it is. idhlatry to worſhip them: but if they 
- do partake of the ſame divine effence with 
the Father, it is <0;ckedneſs to with - hold 
from them our religious homage. More- 
over, the validity of what Chriſt did and 
ſuffered for us, depends entirely upon his 
being not only man but God. Therefore, 
we ought firmly to believe, and ſtedfaſtly 
to maintain what the ſcripture hath ſo fully 
declared, that there are three that bear re- 
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 

the Holy Ghoſt : and theſe three are one . 


C2. Another 


+ I John v. 7+ 


I. 12 1 
- Another important Auel \ of faith is 
what is commonly called the doctrine of 
original fin.” The ſcripture aſſures us, that 
by one man fin entered into the world, and 
_ death by fin, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, 
for that all haue finned ; that by one man's 
diſobedience many were made finners * ; that in 
our unconverted ſtate we are all dead in 
treſbaſſes and ſins ; and that we are by na- 
ture the children of wrath even as others 7. : 
Now it is neceſſary, that we ſhould know. 
our diſeaſe, that we may be brought to ſeek 
cout for, and prize the remedy that is provid- 
ed. Indeed the whole ſcheme of our reco- 
very by Chriſt goes on this ſuppoſi tion, that 
we were ruined by the fall of Adam our 
natural and federal head. The whole need 
not a phyſician but they that are ck. Chriſt 
came to call not the righteous but nn to 
ö hy e 


"Farther; the doctrines of Chrift's true and 

proper atonement for fin, juſtification by his 

"th * and the neceſity of regene- 
ation 


t Rom. v. 12. ver. 19. + Epheſ.ii. 1 
1 Epheſ. ii. 3. . 8 


„ 


ration by the ſpirit of God and of holineſs in 
heart and life; (theſe, I fay,) are articles in 
which the ord end of Chriſt's incar- 
nation, obedience and ſufferings, the ho- 
nour of the Redeemer,. and the welfare of 
immortal ſouls are immediately concerned. 
And therefore, if there are any truths, 
which demand our ſerious regard; certain- 
ly theſe are points, for which we 6 thous ear- 
neſtiy contend, | 


II. We are to contend for the precepts of 
the goſpel. The faith once. delivered io the | 
Eints includes in it not only goſpel-doftrines _ 
but goſpel- duties alſo, Both theſe things are 
ſet before us in the context. The chriſti- 
ans to whom the apoſtle wrote, were re- 
quired to contend for the faith ; not only 
becauſe falſe teachers aroſe, who denied the 
only Lord God and our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; but 
alſo becauſe they were ungodly men, turning 
the grace of our God into laſcrviouſneſs +. 
Agrecable hereto the word faith is ſome- 
times uſed in ſcripture to denote not only 
the doctrines to be believed by us, but alſo 
the precepts to be obeyed, When the prieſts 
FS were 


+ Jude Ver. 4. 
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were brought by divine grace to hearken to 
goſpel- calls, and to comply with what the 
goſpel required of them, it is ſaid, they 


were obedient to the faith . And when the 
apoſtle had been ſpeaking of the groſs im- 

moralities of ſome profeſſors at Crete, he 
fays to the evangeliſt, wherefore rebuke them 


frarply, that they may be ſound in the faith F. 


By finning againſt God we contracted 
both guilt and pollution. And as we need 
to have the mediatorial righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt imputed to us, that we may be deli- 


vered from guilt and condemnation ; ſo we 


equally need to have the gracious influences 
of the holy ſpirit imparted to us, that our na- 
ture may be cleanſed and ſanctified, and that 
we may be fitted for every good word and 
work. Chriſt did not only ſhed his blood 
as an offering and Jacrifice to God to make 
atanement for our crimes : but he alſo gave 
bimſelf for us, that be might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
peaple; zealous of good works F, Heaven is an 


Poly 2 And as it is the revealed will of 


God, 


Acts vi. 7. | + Tit. i. 23. 
9 Tit. ii. 14. : 
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God, ſo it is moſt reaſonable in itſelf, 
that there ſhould be a meetneſs here, by an 
holy diſpoſition and converſation, in order 
to our partaling of the inheritance of the 
. in light T. | 


There is not the leaſt oppoſition between 
_ contending for the doFrines, and contending 
for the precepts of the goſpel. - Some per- 
ſons may be ready to imagine, that becauſe 
we reject all good works of our own in the 
matter of our juſtification.before God, we 
ſlight the divine law, or weaken the obli- 
gation to holineſs. But this is a groſs miſ- 
take. For tho' we reje& the law as a co- 
venant of works; knowing, that fince the 
fall @ man is not juſtified by the works of the 
la, but by the faith of Feſus Chriſt, or by 
faith in him“: yet, if we view it as a rule 
of life, we readily ſay with the inſpired | 
writer, that the law is holy, and the com- 
mandment holy and juſt and good f. When 
the apoſtle had been ſtrenuouſly aſſerting, 
that by the deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſb 
be juſtified in bis ſight, that is, in the ſight 
| of. 


t Coloſſ. i. 12. Gal. 2. 16. 
+ Rom. vii. 12. | | 
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of God; and that we are juſtified freely by 
bis grace through the redemption that is in 
Jeſus Chriſt + : he ſuppoſes, ſome perſons 
might obſect, that this doctrine of faith 
would prove injurious to the la of God. 
But he rejects the thought with indignati- 
on, and at once clears himſelf and his fel- 
low labourers from ſuch a charge; ſaying, 
Do we then make void the law through faith? 
G0 forbid: yea, we eftabliſh the law *. 

The law is eftabhſhed by the doctrine of 
faith, as all-its demands are fully anſwer- 


ed by the glorious righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


in which we believe for juſtification, and as 
the grace of the goſpel furniſhes believing 
ſouls with the beſt helps and the beſt motives 


to univerſal holineſs. Thus we are to con- 


tend for the precepts of the goſpel, as thoſe 
that know that the grace of God teacheth 
us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
we ſhould tive foberly, righteouſly and godly in 
this preſent world . 


But then if our pleading for the laws of 
"Chriſt, and ſtanding up for practical duties 
12 | | are 


t Rom. iii, 20, 24. ver. 31. + Tit. M. 12. 
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are to be eſteemed a contending for the faith; ., 
we muſt carefully remember what is ob- 
ſervable in the diſcourſes of the apoſtles 
upon duties; which (as a late eminent di- 
vine juſtly. obſerved ®) «© does effectually 
* diſtinguiſh them from thoſe of the hea- 


* then moraliſts, that they have a conſtant 
reference to Chriſt in them. They teach 
<* us; that our duties muſt be done for 
«. Chriſt's: ſate, and out of love and obedi- 
* ence to him. They muſt flow from that 
4% faith which works by love. They lead 
< us to depend on tha grace of Chriſt for 
<« the performance of all duties, and on the 
e merits and mediation of Chriſt for their 
acceptance with God. And their chief 
«© motives even, to moral and ſocial duties 
c are taken from the grace and love. of 
* Chriſt and our obligation to him.” , Thus 
the faith, we are to contend. for, includes in 
it the dofrines and the es of the goſ- 
N We proceed, 6 7 


% In the ſecond place, ng 2 = ex- 


Hor tation that is given us, to contend earne/i- 


. 
* 1 * A « 1 py ” — 


Dr. Jennings's Lectures on Preaching. MS. 


1 0 1 
' ty for the faith, This comprehends in it the 


conſcientious — e the vines — 
or goſpel-truths. | | 7 


. We Wotld cb — for the 
faith by the conſcientious practioe of goſpel- 


ttuths. This is one great part of our earneſt 


tonitention for the faith; as appears by its be- 
ing oppoſed, in the next verſe, to turning 


the "grate "of our God into laſeiviouſueſs +. 


wi Phe Chriſtians, to whom the apoſtle 
wrote, thüſt beware, that they did not take 
liberty from the docttines of grace to in- 

dulge their ſenſual inclinations, and alſo 
that they did not give occaſion to the 
enemies of tlie truth malieiouſſy to ſtigma- 


tize the goſpel· doctrine, as tho in its own 


nature and deſign it led to all impuri ity. In 
this epiſtle we have an awful account of the | 
vw orlnciptes and practice of falſe" teachers, 


of their immoralities, notwithſtanding their 


profeſſion of religion, and of their deplora- 
ble end. And then the people of God are 


-&thorted' to ſtand up for the truth by con- 
Trary principles and behaviour. But he be- 
boved, builaing up your ſetves on your moſt 


bol 
1 Jade ver. 4. 7 
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holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, Keep 
your ſelves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord e Chr, ift unto eternal 
i Ye $ . | 

The truths of the goſpel are BET us 
not for mere ſpeculation, but for practice. 
It will not avail us to know our maſter's 
will, unleſs we are found goers of it, What- 
ever our profeſſion of religion be, if we live 
and die unrigbteous, we are ſolemnly aſſu- 
red, that we ſhall not inherit the moet 
God ＋. I rejoiced. greatly, ſays the apoſt 
John to the elect Lady, that I found of thy 
children walking in truth V. Without this, 

our ſpeaking ever fo much for the truth x will 
| be to little re | 


If we ; would truly ano 106 the faith, 
we ſhould. endeayour to manifeſt to the 
carnal world around us, by an holy conver- | 
ſation, that religion is a pradicable thing. 
And whilſt ſome perſons calumniate the 
doctrines of grace, let us make it evident 
by our ſobriety, righteouſneſs : and true god- 

D 2 lineſs, 


$ Jude ver. 20, 21, + 1 Cor. vi. 9. | g : Ep. John Ver. 4+ 


1 203 

locks, that we have the moſt effectual af< 
fhance, and the nobleſt motives to real holi- 
neſs. Thus ſhall we adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour. The belicving Phllippi- 
ans were earneſtly exhorted by the apoſtle 
Paul, to be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons 
of God, without rebuke, in the midſt of 4 
crooked and perverſe nation, among whom, ſays 
he, ye ſhine as lights in the world: bolding 
forth the word of life +. In this way we 
' ſhall moſt effectually filence the reproaches 
of the adverſary, credit our profeſſion, re- 

commend the religion of Jeſus to others, 
and glorify our Heavenly Father. Dearly 
beloved, ſays another apoſtle, I beſeech you as 
rangers and pilgrims, abſtain from 0 
luſts, which war againſt the ſoul ; having your 
corverfation- honeſt among the Gentiles :. that 
whereas they ſpeak againſt you as. evil dbers, 
they may by your good works wwhich they ſhall 
behold, gle ify God i in the day of v ifitation . * 


II. We ſhould contend earneſtly for the 
faith by a vigorous defence of goſpel-truths. 


This is evidently included in the apoſtle's 
exhor- 


4 Philip, ii. 15, 16. - 1 Pet. ii. 1, 12. 
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exhortation, to contend earneſtly for the * th 
once delfvered to the ſaints, We muſt not be 
lukewarm and indifferent about the great 
truths of the goſpel. But if we are de- 


termined, by divine grace, to be faithful to 
our great maſter, we muſt exert ourſelves 


with the utmoſt vigour, even, as it were, 


to an agony of labour and concern, in main- 
taining and defending the truth, as it is in 


Jeſus, The wiſe man's advice is, Buy tbe 
truth, and ſell it not. Buy the truth, what- 
ever it coſt you; and ſell it not for any 
price, Let us endeayour, by reading, me- 
ditation and prayer, to be well informed 
of divine truths, and to be able to diſtin- 
guiſh them from errors of every kind. And 
then, let us courageouſly land up for them; 
eſpecially for ſuch ſacred truths, as the 
word of God declares to be * the greateſt 


importance. 

| Chriſt: 8 miniſtring ſervants are in a par- 
tioular manner ſet for the defence: of the 
goſpel. And therefore they eſpecially ate 
bound to make themſelves maſters of the 


moſt ſubſtantial arguments for the ſupport 
75 


Prov. xxiit. 23. 
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of its precious truths; and are to make uſe 
of them, as occaſion may require, And as 
for ſuch Chriſtians, as have not abilities to 
vindicate the truths againſt all the objecti- 
ons of ſubtil adverſaries; they ſhould be 
thankful: to God, that the great things of 
the goſpel are ſo plain and clear; and ſhould 
take care, that they be not 7oſſed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the flerght of men, and cunning craftineſs, 
whereby my het in wait to deceive g. | 


But whillt we are pleading for a vigorous 
defence of the grand and peculiar truths of 
the goſpel of Chriſt; it cannot be too care- 
fully obſerved, that the faith once delivered 
10 the ſaints is not to be contended for with 
rage and fury : For the wrath of man work- 
eth not the righteouſneſs of God t. We ſhould 
heartily pity our fellow creatures and fellow 
profeſſors, who are gone aſtray from the 
prmciples or practice of the goſpel: our 
bowels of compaſſion ſhould . yearn over 
them: and, with the moſt affectionate re- 
gard for them, and the moſt tender con- 


5 Epheſ. iv. 14. 1 James i. 20. 


SY 
cern for their ſpiritual and everlaſting wel- 
fare, we ſhould endeavour by the moſt gen- 

. tle, yet powerful methods, to reclaim them. 
In meekneſs, ſays the apoſtle, inſructing thoſe | 
that oppoſe themſelves; if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the 1 
of the trurb F. We now come, 


In the third place, to conſider the N N 
fity of the exhortation in the text. The 
apoſtle ſays, It was needful for me to write 
wnto you and-exhort you, &c. It was needful 
for him to do it, on account of the excellenay 
of the doctrine of faith; on account of the 
danger that aroſe from falſe teachers, whoſe 
principles and practice were contrary to the 
pure goſpel of Chriſt ; and becauſe the ob- 


ſervation or neglect of this duty would be 


of ſuch great importance to themſelves and 
others. But theſe things may be conſidered 
as comprehending in them the following 
arguments to enforce the duty required. 


I. An earneſt contending for the faith is 
neceſſary for the honour and glory f Ged. 
God has made us for himſelf, that we 
might 

J Tin fl. 3 "of | 
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might ſhew forth his praiſe. And it ſhould 

be our great concern and eatneſt endea- 
vour, that God may be glorified in us and 
by us. If we would act as the creatures of 
God, we ſhould have an eye to his glory 


in all our actions, whether natural, civil or 

religious. Whether therefore ye eat or drink,- 
or wn 3:4 do, do all 10 the glory of 
"Gao: | | 


| "Now God i is very. much glorified by the 
dene, ; holy,” and exemplary lives of his 
ptofeſſing people. Herein, ſays our Lord, 
is my Father (glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; ſo ſhall ye be my. diſciples ?. Holy 
Paul fignified; that it was his earneſt prayer 
for the Chriſtians, to whom he wrote, that 
they might approve things that are excellent, 
that they might be  /incere and without of- 11 
fencrutill the yo F Chrift ; being filled with 
© the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus 
Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of God *. 
When the people of God do indeed live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly, and are very 
ee in 18 . * * behavi- 
91 ; | | Our; 


* 1 Cor. Xx. 31. 1 John xv. 8. , Philip. 19 28 
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our; it cauſes religion to appear honourable 
in the eyes of the world, and this brings 
glory to God. For this reaſon we are di- 
rected by our Saviour to ſee to it, that ho- 
lineſs to the Lord ſhines forth: in our con- 
verſation. Let your hight ſo ſhine before 
men, that they may ſee your good works, and 
glorify . Father which is in Heaven Fe 


God is alſo glotified, when his W 
make a noble fand for the faith once deli- 
liveted to the faints ; when they will en- 
dure any reproach, go through. any difficul- - 
ties, ſuſtain any loſſes, 'yea part with their 
blood, ſooner than they will ſuffer the pre- 
cious truths of the goſpel to be altered, or | 
wreſted out of their hands. Chriſt fays 
from heaven to the angel or paſtor of the 
church in Pergamos, J ' know thy works, 
and where thou dwelle, even where ſata's | 
ſeat is: and thouboldeft faſt my name; and 
haſt not denied my faith, even in thoſe tays, 
qoberein Antipas was my faithful martyr, - 
wb was ſlain among you, where EE dwel- 

beth F. 


* II. An 
+ Mat. v. 16, | 125 1 Rer. ii. 13. 


| our divine Maſter, The doctrine of faith 


L613. * 
II. An earneſt contending for the faith 
is neceſſary to approve ourſelves faithful to 


was once delivered to the ſaints, It is com- 
mitted as a truft and treaſure to us, that we 
may keep it faithfully, and tranſmit it to 
poſterity. The truths of the goſpel are not 
our's, but Chriſt's... We have no authority 
to part with or alter them, in order to pleaſe 
our own fancy, or to ſuit the humours and 
gratify the corruptions of men. We are 
only /tewards of the myſteries of God. 
And you know, ff is required in ſtewardi, 
that a' 'man be found faithful T. We call 
Chriſt our Lord and Maſter: we profeſs 
ourſelves to be his diſciples and followers, 
and to expect falvation by him. Now this 
ſolemn charge to each of us is, Be thor 
faithful unto death ß. We muſt reſolve and 
ſtedfaſtly endeavour, through divine grace, 
to be faithful, in holding faſt the form of 
ſound words, and in maintaining and de- 
fending the cauſe of Chriſt againſt all 
oppoſition. We muſt alſo be faithful in 
* the various duties he requires 

of 


; + T Cor. iv. 2 _ Rev. ii. 10 


3 
of us, and in perſevering in his ſervice, 
thro* ſtrength from above, to the end of 
our lives, And therefore, if we would ap- 
prove ourſelves to be the faithful ſervants of 
Jeſus, we muſt contend earneſtly for the 
faith, wo was once * vered 10 the re 


— 


III. As rb conenling for the Keith 
is neceflary 70 teftify our gratitude for the 
unſpeakable benefits conferred upon us.” It is 
a Choice mercy, for which we can never 
be ſufficiently thankful, to have the doctrine 

of faith delivered to us. We are higbly fa- 
voured of God, in that we are not left to 
the dim light of nature do feek-the Lord, if 
haply we might feel after him and find him +; 
but have a revelation from heaven to direct 
us, what we are to believe concerning God, 
how we are to pay our religious homage to 
him, and in what way we are to find ac- 
ceptance with him. We have the bleſſed 
news of ſalvation by a Redeemer; we en- 
joy the pure ordinances of God; and have 
the holy ſcriptures in our hands, qwhich. are 
. to make us. wiſe unto ſalvation through 
. 2 Fiaitb 


+ 405 wy 27. 


N 
: 
' 
1 
1 
it 
1 
| 


$61 


Jaith dieb iis in Grit Jeſus . We are FY 
rected to look to the ſpirit of Chriſt for our 
affiftance'in every duty, and to rely on the 
 Hghteouſnefs of Chriſt for the acceptance of 
our perſons and ſervices. And in what way 
ſhall we teſtify. our gratitude for theſe in- 


* 


eſtimable privileges, but by ſtudying to live 
to he praiſe of him who has been ſo Kind 
and gracious to us, and by a couragious vin- 
dication. of the precious truths. of the glo- 
rious goſpel of Chriſt? , ſays the apoſtle 
to believing ſouls; are @ choſen generation, 4 
royal! prig/theed,” un holy nation, a. peculiar 
people; that ye.. ſhould ſbeu forth tbe moe 

of him who hath called you out of ln in : 
eee WN V1 v8 


IV. 4 8 1 the faith 
is neceflary, as the everlaſting welfare of pre- 
£9048 fouls is immediately concerned in it. It 

is the ſolemn ordler of Jeſus from the hea - 
venly world, Held that faſt which thou 
baſe, that mw, man take thy crown\|. The 


word of God is given to direct us in the 


* of falvation, It is appointed as the 


rule, 


i 


| 
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4 * which we are to walk, and as the 
rule, by which we are to be judged at the 
great day of the Lord. And in that ſacred 
volume we are affured, that there is not fal- 
vation in any other but Chriſt, and tbere is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we muſt be ſaved +. The ora- 
cles of truth inform us, that by fin we have 
deflroyed ourſelves ; that, fince the fall of 
Adam, we are an unclean thing deſcended 
from an unclean; and that by the offence of one, 
Judgment came upon all men to condemnation . 
We are there aſſured, that à man is not juſtified 
by the works of the lam, but by the faith of _ 
Feſus Chriſt q that except a man be born again 
he cannot ſee the kingdom of God i; that be 
that believeth not the don ſhall not ſee life; but 
the wrath of God abideth on bim *; and that 
without. holineſs no man ſhall. ſee the Lord fr. 
And is it not neceſſary to contend for ſuch _ 
truths as theſe? Theſe are not matters of 

mere ſpeculation, but articles of the greateſt _ 
importance ; articles, in which the welfare 
of the immortal ſoul is moſt N con- 


cerned. 


i by. 12. t v, 18. 5 Gal. ii. 16. 
John iii, 3. John iii. 36. + Heb, xii. 14. 
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_ cerned, Crowns and ſceptres, and the pecu- 
liar treaſures of princes, how much ſoever 
prized by the men of the world, are as no- 
thing when compared with the intereſt of 
the ſoul, And therefore, if we haveany re- 
gard for our own ſouls, and for the ſoulsof our 
fellow-creatures around us ; let us maintain, 
0 and practiſe the truth as it is in Jeſus, 


| v. An earneſt Sende; for the faith is 
neceſſary on account of the prevalence of dread- 
ful errors, that are contrary to the pure goſpel 
of Chriſt. This was one great reaſon, why 
the Apoſtle thought it zeedful to exhort the 
Chriſtians, to whom he wrote, to contend 
earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the 
ſaints ; becauſe of falſe teachers, who turned 
the grace of our God into laſciviouſneſs, and 
denied the only Lord God and our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt +. And I think, I may ſafely appeal 
to the generation of God's children, whe- 
ther the exhortation is not on this account 
very needful in our day. 


It i is too evident to be denied, that not- 
withſtanding 


+ Jade ver. 4. 
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withſtanding we are in a land of goſpel- 
light, there are multitudes of infidels 
amongſt us, who avowedly reject the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and hve darkneſs rather than 
light, becauſe their deeds are evil+. And 
amongſt thoſe, that profeſs to believe the 


holy ſcriptures to be a revelation from God, 
how many are there in our degenerate day, 


who flatly deny, craftily explain away, or 
make light of moſt of the diſtinguiſhing 
doctrines of the goſpel, tho* they are ſet 
before us as truths of the utmoſt impor- 
tance ? ſome perſons, under pretence of ex- 
alting the free grace of God, do in effect caſt 
off the law as a rule of life, and in a great' 
meaſure ſet aſide the neceſſity of holineſs in 
order to ſalvation, and ſo open a door to 
all manner of licentiouſneſs. Others op- 
poſe the doctrines of grace; though we are 
aſſured that it is by grace we are ſaved through 
faith, and that not of ourſelves ; it is the gift 
God f. 


It does not belong to us, to paſs ſentence 
upon others, and to determine their eternal 
ſtate. 


+ Joha iii. 19. t Epheſ, ii. 8. 
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ſtate. Judge not, that ye be not judged g. As 


to many men, their hearts are better, than 
their heads. Chriſtian charity requires us 


to hope. and conclude concerning ſeveral 


perſons around us, that they appeat by the 


| tenor of their lives to bold the head Chriſt 
Jeſus, and to have the root of the matter in 


them; tho' their notions of ſome important 
doctrines are confuſed and inconſiſtent, Yet 


on the other hand it is neceſſary to obſerve, 
that notwithſtanding i it is become, as it were, 


faſhionable, to give foft names to the groſſeſt 
errors in principle or practice, an inſpired 
, apoſtle has theſe awful words; There ful 


be fa le teachers among you, who previly ſhall. 


bring in damnable. berefies, even. denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon them- 
Audis * How needful then 


is it for us to contend nag fart tbe 40, ? 


* more, 


by, VI. An earneſt K contending 60 FE faith 


is alſo neceſſary on account of the threatnings 


and promiſes of the word of God to ſuch as neg- 
tec} or OY this important duty, What 


ter- 


bt $ Mat. vii. tba 7 2 Pet, 1 5. . 
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terrible things were denounced againſt the 
falſe teachers! ver. 11, 12, 13, below the 
text. The Lord Jeſus from heaven reproved 
and threatened: the church in Sardis; becauſe 
there were many amongſt them, who did not 
maintain and practiſe the pure and uncor- 
rupt doctrine of faith. Remember therefore, 
ſays he, how thou baſt received and beard, and 
bold faſt, and repent. If therefore thou ſhalt nat 
watch; I will come on thee as a thief, and thau 
Kult not kndw what hour 1will come upon thee r. 
And to each. of us daes he now make this 
ſolemn declaration ; Wheever therefore ſhall 
be aſhamed of me and my words, in this adulte- 
rous and finful generation, of bim alſo ſhall the 
Son of Man be aſhamed, when be cometh in the 
ow of bis "Rather, With the boly Angels Þ 


On the other bend, bleſſed 3 
made to all ſuch, as ſtedfaſtly maintain and 
conſcientiouſly practiſe the great truths of 
God, That glotious perſon, who is appoint- 
ed to judge the world, has graciouſly faid, 
 avboſoever therefore. ſhall confeſs me before men, 
him will I confeſs alſo before my Pather 
os Forts”; which 
Rer. li, 3. 1 Mark vii gl, 
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wich is in heaven ||. His ſoul-reviving 
language to each of 'his ſervants is, Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life +. And to bim that over- 
cometh will I grant to ſet with me in my throne, 
even as Talſo overcame, and am ſet down with 
my father in his throne}. Let theſe things 
be duly conſidered, and there will be a- 
bundant reaſon to ſay, that we have the 
greateſt need, and the ſtrongeſt encourage- 
ment 70 contend earnefily for the faith, which 
was once delivered to the ſaints, | 


1 hall now. cloſe the whole with the ap- 


3 plication. 


I. Is it our "2 to contend Jae, for 
the faith which was once delivered to the Jaints ; 
hence ſee, what matter of lamentation it is, 


that this charge is ſo little obſerved by goſ- 


pel profeſſors. We are obliged to make the 


mournful confeſſion, that iniquity abounds, 


and the love of many waxes cold, Becauſe of 
| Infidelity, immorality, profaneneſs, and 


onal errors, 9 our land mourn. 
| | And 


Y Mat, 2. 8 + Rev. ĩi. 10. me 4 Rev, iii. 21. 
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And yet, alas, how few are there, who, like' 
Moſes, fand in the gap; or who figh and cry 

for the abominations that are committed in 
the midſt of us! Let us bewail with grief of 
heart the ſad declenſions in our churches, 
and the ſpirit of lukewarmneſs, which 
has ſeized ſuch multitudes of profeſſors of 
religion. Let us be found amongſt the 
mourners in Zion ; ſorrowing for our own 
iniquities, and for the fins of the time and 
place, wherein we live. And let us be ear- 
neſt with God in prayer, that he will pity 
and pardon us, and that he will revive us 
again, that our ue may rejoice in him, 


11. From this doctrine you may ſee the 
reaſon, why many pious miniſters and 
other Chriſtians ſtand up for the importance. 
of goſpel-truths. I doubt not but that, in 
this aſſembly, there are ſeveral perſons of this 
number. Permit me now to ſpeak in the 
name of ſuch Chriſtians, © We don't de- 
ce fire to juſtify the intemperate heats and 
te animoſities of any man, or any ſet of 
e people, who profeſs to ſtand up for the 
% pure goſpel, We would make allowance 
for many imperfections in ſuch as have the 

F'2: 8 11 
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es Sith grace in their hearts; and would 
4 nat code mn the conduct of others, any 
«+ fahther than they ate evidently »4nown by. 
their fruits . And we hope, we can 


truly ſay, that, if it were in our power, 
ie would not deprive any perſons upon 
<-carth” of full liberty of conſcience, which is 
the birthrighit of all men. Yet we don't 

apprehend, hat the goſpel requires of us 
* ſuch | charity to our fellow creatures as 
e would be altogether inconfiſtent with 
< true cal for God. We cannot ſatisfy 
A ourſelves to ſit ſtill, and ſuffer the pre- 
te cious' truths of Chriſt to be altered or 
© y reſted out of our hands; whatever re- 
e proach or oppoſition we may meet with 

< or our faithfulneſs and activity in our 
e Maſter's cauſe. It cannot be in itſelf 

« pleaſing to an ingenuous mind to be 
«© /ſhunn'd'by many miniſters and other pro- 
<« feſſors of religion as an enemy, and to be 
Acc hο]ted and treated as a diſturber of the 

peace of God's Iſrael. We would be con- 
. cerned for our good name, would be glad 
eto live peaceably with all men ; and would 
ein Sz2m eee een ieee 
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not knowingly give the leaſt oceaſion of 
s offence to any one. But you ſee, we are 
. charged to contend earneſtly for the faith 
* once delivered to the Jaints. And we dare 
ic not refuſe, as the glory of God, the intereſt 
< of the-Redeemer, and the everlaſting * 
© fare of our on and other's ſouls are 
nearly — . this wre, f 
neee tui 2 n 


III. Let ſuch pn. as are e 

etch called by Providence to make a ſtand for the 

truth, ſee to it, that their's be indeed Cha 
tian contention, - , {£48 


Suffer me on this oreafion, —— my- 
ſel more eſpecially, to the aſſem bly, who 
ſtatedly meet in this place to worſhip God. 
You, as a ſociety, have long made a profeſ- 
ſion of the pure goſpel of Chriſt ;, have from 
time to time made a ſtand for its diſt in- 
guiſhing doctrines; and on that account have 
frequently met with oppoſition from ſuch 

rſons, as were enemies to them. Many 


pl you, I truſt, have been enabled by the 


ſpirit of God to feel the power, and taſte the 


cetweffe of divine truths in your own ſouls, 
and 


EE FJ] 
and conſequently have ſet a value upon them, 
and have been ſtirted up to appear in their 
defence. But remember, that you are to 
contend for both the dodtrines and the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel; and that this is to be 
done both by the conſcientious practice and by 
the vigorous "defence of goſpel truths. Be 
not aſhamed of appearing couragiouſly for 
Chriſt and his intereſt; whatever hard names 
are given you, and whatever contempt is 
caſt 1 90 you. 


4 Are you charged with ee eg 7 


lor making ſuch a ſtir about religion amongſt 
your neighbours, and not taking it for grant- 
ed that they are good Chriſtians, becauſe of 
their moral behaviour or external profeſſion 
of religion ; though you can diſcern no evi- 
dence of the truth of grace in them? Re- 
member, that it is the greateſt charity to 
immortal ſouls to convince them of their 
fatal miſtake, in expecting ſalvation with- 
out a vital union with Chriſt, and in ſatis- 
fying themſelves with the form of godlineſs, 
without the /ife and power of it. Let your 
minds be deeply impreſſed with the thought, 
that you cannot ſhew greater compaſſion to 
your 


a 1 


your fellow creatures, nor manifeſt a more 
affectionate regard for them, than by earneſt 
_ endeavours, in dependence on divine aids, 
to pluck them as brands out of the burning. 
and to ſet them in the right way to ever- 
laſting nch. 


Are you. accuſed of ſinking the power of 


man too low; and are you on that account 
ſlighted and rejected, when you make a ſtand 
for the great doctrine of efficacious grace? Let 

not this diſcourage you, as your Lord and 
Maſter was thus treated before you. When 
he ſaid, no man can come unto me except it were 
given unto him of my Father; it 4s obſerved, that 
from that time many of his diſciples went back, 

and walked no more with him f. 


. Again, do. you meet with e and 
ſcoffs; and are you charged with bigotry, 
enthuſiaſm, &c. when, from a principle of 
love to God, and from a ſenſe of duty, you 


are conſcientiouſly ſtanding up for the truths 
and ways of Chriſt? Let the approbation of 


your divine Maſter ſupport you under all 
the 


S + John vi. 65. 66. 


1 4 J 
the world's frowns. Bleſſed, ſays be, are ye, 
- aohen men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, 


and ſball ſay all manner of evil againſt you 
falſely for my ſake. Rejoice; and be exceeding 


glad: for great is your reward in heaven me 


However let great care be taken, that your 
contending for goſpel-truths be always with 
Chriftian-meekne/s; ever remembring what 
has been already intimated, and what I 
would now repeat becauſe of it's impor- 
portance, that the wrath of man worketh not 
. #be righteoufneſs of God. Whilſt you are op- 

poſing the erroneous: ſentiments or practice of 
any of your fellow. profeſſors, be ſtrictly 
upon your guard, that you do not hate 
nor entertain the leaſt prejudice againſt their 
rJons. Pity and pray for ſuch as are turn- 
ed aſide flom the truths and ways of Chriſt ; 
and for all ſuch as oppoſe and deſpitefully | 
uſe and entreat you. Endeavour to mani- 
feſt, by your amiable deportment to all 
around you, that yon are ſtriving, not for 


victory but for truth, yea for truths of the 


greateſt importance : and that your religi- 
+ Mat. v. 11, 12. 


„ 

ous contention neither proceeds from a con- 
tradicting ſpirit, nor is the effect of ſtiffneſs 
of temper: but that you are truly concerned 
for the glory of God; and are earneſtly de- 
firous to approve yourſelves faithful to him, 
and to be as uſeful as poſſible to the bodies 
and ſouls of your fellow creatures, 


To conclude. Let holineſs to the, Lord be 
written in your hearts, and appear in the 
whole of our lives. Be blameleſs and harm- 
leſs, the children of God without rebuke Þ ; 
ever endeavouring to maintain @ good con 
ſcience, that when others ſpeak evil of you as 


F evil dbers, they may be aſhamed, that falſely 
accuſe your good converſation in Chrift +. 


+ Philip. ii. 15. 11 Pet. iii. 16. 
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